Chapter 11. Abdullah and the Ten-Foot Man

Meaning and purpose of story: In this story, Abdullah is very sick. His grandmother Bibi Jan is caring for him. His high fever causes him to have a delirious dream. In the dream, Abdullah finds himself in a marketplace filled with armaments. He envies the glories of the soldier’s life until a man, experienced in combat, teaches Abdullah that there is little glory in war.   

The purpose of the story is to question the value of war. Sometimes, fighting is glorified without awareness of the horrors seen and committed. The ten- foot man advocates growing food for others and suggests that this occupation is the one that is truly glorious.     
	Primary School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning the benefits of peaceful contributions to society

	2.
	Learning lessons from the dead, de-glorifying war.

	3. 
	Learning about landmines in Afghanistan, safety 


	Primary School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Talk about the kinds of work that contribute to the family, community and the region. Farming crops and animals for food, making or fixing household articles and tools, weaving and making clothing, growing vegetables and fruit, teaching, being a doctor or a nurse, constructing roads, bridges and buildings and many more. Talk about how these types of work help to build Afghanistan. 
2. The ten-foot man said, “I have done brave deeds that people will remember. I have done evil deeds that I want to forget.” Talk about what this means. 
3. What harm can come from landmines? What kinds of injuries are done?  How do landmines make the person who is injured feel? How do different kinds of injuries affect mobility and ability to work? If someone is injured by a landmine, what kind of work could he or she do to contribute to the community or region? 


	Schoolyard
	1. Talk about the ways children contribute to society. Their job now is to go to school to learn to read and write, do mathematics, learn about their country and all of its cultures and peoples. Children also need to learn ways to contribute to society that respects all aspects of the society such as the environment, the people, the cultures and the religions. Find new ways for the class to contribute to the community. 
2. The glorification of war sometimes helps soldiers cope with the horrors they saw or committed or helps their families cope with their grief after the death of a soldier in the family. Children in the schoolyard may boast of the accomplishments of soldiers in their family. Other children may feel resentment because members of their family were victims of the war. This may cause conflict. Try to have the children empathize with and understand each experience.  Try to talk about war and violence as harmful and everyone suffers when there is war. War kills any kind of person, young, old, boys and girls, babies and mothers. War also kills sons and fathers and brothers and uncles. 
3. If landmines are a concern in your community, try to have landmine safety lessons frequently. Be sure that notices are posted where landmines are thought to be.  If there are no landmines in your community, look at maps of Afghanistan and learn where landmines are still a danger.


	At home
	1. Ask the children to tell the story of the Ten Foot Man to their family. Ask the children to talk with their parents about what they would like to do when they are adults.  
2. Some children might have soldiers or former soldiers in their family. Ask the children to ask these members of the family if they would rather not have had to fight.  Discuss in class what the children leaned.
3. If the children have younger brothers and sisters at home, perhaps they need to have some reminders about the landmines in the area.


	Community
	1. Ask the children to notice people in the community who are helping to build their community. Talk about what they see in class. 
2. Ask the children to look about the community. Are there monuments to soldiers? Are there monuments to those who sought peace? Discuss the findings.
3. Are there landmines in your community or region? How do you know where landmines are or where the land is safe? What are the rules about landmine safety in your community?




	Middle School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning the benefits of peaceful contributions to society

	2.
	Learning lessons from the dead, deglorifying war.

	3. 
	Learning about landmines in Afghanistan, safety 


	Middle School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Talk about the kinds of work that contribute to the family, community and the region. Farming crops and animals for food, making or fixing household articles and tools, weaving and making clothing, growing vegetables and fruit, teaching, being a doctor or a nurse, constructing roads, bridges and buildings and many more. Talk about how these types of work help to build Afghanistan. 

2. The ten foot man said, “I have done brave deeds that people will remember. I have done evil deeds that I want to forget.” Talk about what this means. 

3. What harm can come from landmines? What kinds of injuries?  How do landmines make the person who is injured feel? How do different kinds of injuries affect mobility and ability to work? If someone is injured by a landmine, what kind of work could he or she do to contribute to the community or region? 



	Schoolyard
	1.  Talk about the ways students contribute to society. Their job now is to go to school to learn to read and write, do mathematics, learn about their country and all of its cultures and peoples. Students also need to learn ways to contribute to society that respect all aspects of the society such as the environment, the people, the cultures and the religions. Find new ways for the class to contribute to the community. 

2. The glorification of war sometimes helps soldiers cope with the horrors they saw or committed or helps their families cope with their grief after the death of a soldier in the family. Students in the schoolyard may boast of the accomplishments of soldiers in their family. Other students may feel resentment because members of their family were victims of the war. This may cause conflict. Try to have the students empathize with and understand each experience.  Try to talk about war and violence as harmful and everyone suffers when there is war. War kills any kind of person, young, old, boys and girls, babies and mothers. War also kills sons and fathers and brothers and uncles. 

3. If landmines are a concern in your community, try to have landmine safety lessons frequently. Be sure that notices are posted where landmines are thought to be.  If there are no landmines in your community, look at maps of Afghanistan and learn where landmines are still a danger. 



	At home
	1. Ask the children to tell the story of the Ten Foot Man to their family. Ask the children to talk with their parents about what they would like to do when they are adults.  
2. All over the world, for thousands of years, humans have glorified and honoured soldiers killed in combat. Why do we not have any monuments, we do we not glorify those who brought peace or those who ended wars?  
3. If the children have younger brothers and sisters at home, perhaps they need to have some reminders about the landmines in the area.



	Community
	1. Ask the children to notice people in the community who are helping to build their community. Talk about what they see in class. 

2. Ask the children to look about the community. Are there monuments to soldiers? Are there monuments to those who sought peace? Discuss the findings.

3. Are there landmines in your community or region? How do you know where landmines are or where the land is safe? What are the rules about landmine safety in your community? Are there people in the community who have been injured by landmines or combat who are contributing to the community? 

.


	Upper School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning the benefits of peaceful contributions to society

	2.
	Learning lessons from the dead, deglorifying war.

	3. 
	Learning about landmines in Afghanistan, safety 


	Upper School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Afghanistan is a country that has been affected by conflict and war for many years. Talk with the students about how they can contribute to society to enhance peace-building. Peace –building activities include but are not limited to: 
· Rebuilding infra-structures such as clean water supply, irrigation and  environmentally sound waste / sewage disposal, clean energy generation, roads and bridges.
· Development of the health-care system, training doctors, nurses, technicians and development of clinics and hospitals.

· Development of schools and higher educational systems

· Development of agriculture to feed the people.

· Disarmament: removal of weapons, small arms and landmines.

· Promotion of cultural diversity and equity among cultural groups and linguistic groups.
· Development of reconciliation and conflict resolution capacities in individuals, communities, regions, nationally and internationally.

· Development of human rights awareness and gender equality.

· Promotion of family security through respect, empathy and compassion.

Discuss in class how students could work / volunteer to develop these capacities in their community. 

2. Discuss the Ten Foot Man. Who is he? What does he want? Why has Abdullah dreamt of him? What does he mean when he says, “I have done brave deeds that people will remember. I have done evil deeds that I want to forget.”
3. Ask the students to learn about landmines in Afghanistan. How many children, women and men have been killed by landmines?  How many have been maimed or disfigured? How many landmines are still present and pose a danger in Afghanistan? How are the landmines being found and removed? One source of information is the Campaign to Ban Landmines (CBLM). What is the cost to the society from the use of landmines (think of lost years of work/ contribution by those killed or maimed and the health care costs of landmine casualties)? 
4. Considering what has been learned in “Making Peace”, the story about conflict resolution, discuss ways that large-scale conflict ca be resolved instead of fighting wars. 



	Schoolyard
	1. Ask the students to develop volunteer programs in the school. A first step might be to determine what needs to be done by consulting with school administration, teachers and students. Then a group of interested teachers and students can work out how to meet this need. Funding might be sought from NGOs or through creative fund raising.
2. Develop in the school a means to recognize the contributions of individual students to peace, peace education and peace building. Have a monthly recognition and appreciation ceremony. At the end of the school year, as part of the graduation ceremony, have an award for the top peace-minded students in each class. A scholarship program for he top peace building students in the high school graduation g class would be very effective.
3. Teachers could promote and assist students who are interested in getting trained to volunteer in landmine education. 


	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell the story of Abdullah and the Ten Foot Man at home. Discuss at home the meaning of Abdullah’s dream and the messages from the Ten Foot Man.   
2. Write in your journal messages from the soldiers and fighters who lost their lives in combat. Write also messages from those non-combatants killed by bombs, landmines, poverty, starvation, and lack of health care caused by the war. What messages do the dead have for those who live on? Share some of these messages with the class.
3. Abdullah was very sick in this story. He had good care from is family but most likely he did not see a doctor or go to a health clinic. How can students volunteer to assist those in the family who are sick or disabled? How can members of the community who have no young person to help them be assisted? Can the student community help the disabled commuity in getting to health clinics or other health services? 


	Community
	1. Cooperatives can be very helpful when resources are scarce. Jameela grew tomatoes for her family. Can students form a cooperative and grow fruit or vegetables for the community?
2. Create a means to recognize peace building action. Find ways to appreciate those who work for peace or build peace in your community. Be sure that recognition has gender equity.
3. Ask landmine educators and de-miners to come to the school to speak with the students about landmines.  
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