Chapter 13. Going Home 
Meaning and Purpose of Story: 
	Primary School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning the value of respect.

	2.
	Learning the value of contribution in the family, school and community.

	3. 
	Learning the value of gratitude and thankfulness.


	Primary School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Haleema seems to boss Fatima around rather rudely. Does Haleema respect Fatima? Why or why not?  Why is Jameela sad that her mother always seems to be angry with Fatima? 
2. How did Abdullah, Merza, Fatima, and Ahmed help the family in this story? Ahmed contributes when everyone is busy. What does even little Ahmed do to help? Encourage acts of kindness and contribution in the classroom.
3. Who noticed the contributions made to the family by Merza, Abdullah, Fatima and Ahmed? What was said to show gratitude?  Who was not acknowledged? Encourage acknowledgement and appreciation of acts of kindness and contribution in the classroom.


	Schoolyard
	1. Encourage, notice and appreciate respectful behaviour in and around the school.
2. Encourage the children to act kindly, respectfully and helpfully in and around the school.
3. Notice, acknowledge and appreciate kindness, respectfulness and helpfulness in and around the school. Create with the students a means of publicly appreciating respect, helpfulness and kindness. 


	At home
	1. Ask the children to tell the story of Going Home to their family. With the war over, Jameela’s family is finally able to go back home. Jameela feels that this is the happiest day of her life. Ask the children to talk with their family about their happiest day ever.
2. Ask the children to contribute a kind or helpful deed every day at home.
3. Ask the children to notice and appreciate with words of thanks any contribution made to the family by others especially those who are sometimes not appreciated.


	Community
	1. Talk in class about individual differences: age, abilities, prosperity, position and so on.  Ask the children to treat everyone in the community with the greatest respect. Imagine if everyone did this! 
2. Ask the children to do one helpful or kind act every day in the community. Even picking up a piece of litter is a wonderful.
3. Ask the children to be grateful to those who help in the community. They might start with their teacher!



	Middle School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning the value of respect.

	2.
	Learning the value of contribution in the family, school and community.

	3. 
	Learning the value of gratitude and thankfulness.


	Middle School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Haleema seems to boss Fatima around rather rudely. Does Haleema respect Fatima? Why or why not?  Why is Jameela sad that her mother always seems to be angry with Fatima? Discuss with the students, if, when they see someone being disrespected, do they disrespect that person also or do they try to show respect independently. 

2. How did Abdullah, Merza, Fatima, and Ahmed help the family in this story? Ahmed contributes when everyone is busy. What does even little Ahmed do to help? Encourage acts of kindness and contribution in the classroom.

3. Who noticed the contributions made to the family by Merza, Abdullah, Fatima and Ahmed? What was said to show gratitude?  Who was not acknowledged? Why were they not acknowledged?  Encourage acknowledgement and appreciation of acts of kindness and contribution in the classroom, especially of those who did not always get appreciation.


	Schoolyard
	1. Encourage, notice and appreciate respectful behaviour in and around the school.

2. Encourage the students to act kindly, respectfully and helpfully in and around the school.

3. Notice, acknowledge and appreciate kindness, respectfulness and helpfulness in and around the school. Create with the students a means of publicly appreciating respect, helpfulness and kindness. 



	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell the story of Going Home to their family. With the war over, Jameela’s family is finally able to go back home. Jameela feels that this is the happiest day of her life. Ask the students to talk with their family about their happiest day ever. Have the students write about their happiest day ever in their journals.
2. Ask the students to contribute a kind or helpful deed every day at home.

3. Ask the students to notice and appreciate with words of thanks any contribution made to the family by others especially those who are sometimes not appreciated.



	Community
	1. Talk in class about individual differences: age, abilities, prosperity, position and so on.  Ask the students to treat everyone in the community with the greatest respect. Imagine if everyone did this! What difference would this make in your community?
2. Ask the students to do one helpful or kind act every day in the community. Even picking up a piece of litter is a wonderful.

3. Ask the students to be grateful to those who help in the community. They might start with their teacher! 



	Upper School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning the value of respect.

	2.
	Learning the value of contribution in the family, school and community.

	3. 
	Learning the value of gratitude and thankfulness.


	Upper School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Haleema seems to boss Fatima around rather rudely. Does Haleema respect Fatima? Why or why not?  Why is Jameela sad that her mother always seems to be angry with Fatima? Discuss with the students, if, when they see someone being disrespected, do they disrespect that person also or do they try to show respect independently. Is it difficult to be different by respecting those who are usually disrespected? Do women with certain roles or identity (widows, second wives, servants, low-paid workers, disfigured or maimed women, women abandoned by their husband) have less respect than other women? How can this be changed? Is there a will to change this?

2. Abdullah chooses a career in Landmine Education and De-mining. This job benefits Abdullah in many ways. Discuss the benefits to Abdullah. It also benefits his family through his increased sense of accomplishment, competency and self-esteem. He is now taking on a role of contribution in the family that is self- chosen and self-directed. How is Abdullah different compared to the earlier time in the village when it was necessary for him to work the farm at the expense of his studies? 
3. Who noticed the contributions made to the family by Merza, Abdullah, Fatima and Ahmed? What was said to show gratitude?  Who was not acknowledged? Why were they not acknowledged?  Acknowledgement and appreciation of acts of kindness and contribution in the classroom, especially of those who do not always get appreciation, are essential to good-will and a positive environment in the class, the school, the family and the community. What happens when kindness and helpfulness go unnoticed? 


	Schoolyard
	1. Lack of respect is often a part of prejudice. Discuss prejudice and respect for the individual in class. What role does prejudice have in your school? When we prejudge, we often do so by identifying an individual with a particular group or class. Can respect for the individual begin to diminish prejudice?
2. Create a volunteer system within the school. Asses the needs of the school community that are not being meet adequately and create a volunteer program that can meet those needs. School age young people that are not able to attend school might benefit from such a program.
3. Notice, acknowledge and appreciate kindness, respectfulness and helpfulness in and around the school. Create with the students a means of publicly appreciating respect, helpfulness and kindness. Good citizenship at school will develop into good citizenship for Afghanistan.


	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell the story of Going Home to their family. Ask the students to use their journal to write about their own respectfulness. To whom are they respectful and why? To whom could they be more respectful? What do they need to do to create that respect? What about having a dialogue with the person for whom respect needs to grow?
2. Fatima’s role in the family is often one of servitude. She seems to do her duties however, respect and gratitude seem to be lacking. Bibi Jan is empathic about her grief but still expects Fatima to maintain her role / place in the family. In this way, does Bibi Jan’s attitude reflect cultural attitudes that are unfair to women such as Fatima? Why might Haleema be so resentful? Is the difference in education a cause for friction? What might be done about this?  Are their family relationships similar to this in the students’ families? Discuss respect, prejudice and cultural tradition in this context.
3. Ask the students to notice and appreciate with words of thanks any contribution made to the family by others especially those who are sometimes not appreciated. Are there women in the family who are often not appreciated?


	Community
	1. Talk in class about individual differences: age, abilities, prosperity, position and so on.  Ask the students to treat everyone in the community with the greatest respect. Imagine if everyone did this! What difference would this make in your community? 
2. Ask the students to do one helpful or kind act every day in the community. Even picking up a piece of litter is a wonderful.

3. Work out ways to show appreciation to those who help in the community. Start with the teacher! 
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